Cervical myelopathy due to atraumatic odontoid fracture in patients with rheumatoid arthritis: A case series.
To highlight the risk of cervical myelopathy due to occult, atraumatic odontoid fracture in patients with rheumatoid arthritis, we retrospectively reviewed radiographic findings and clinical observations for 7 patients with this disorder. This fracture tends to occur in patients with long-lasting rheumatoid arthritis and to be misdiagnosed as simple atlantoaxial dislocation. Since this fracture causes multidirectional instability between C1 and C2 and is expected to have poor healing potential due to bone erosion and inadequate blood supply, posterior spinal arthrodesis surgery is indicated upon identification of the fracture to prevent myelopathy.